
02.08.08 
Affirmative Statement 

Traditionally, Hampshire College has advocated for the oppressed, taking unpopular stands when others 
have preferred to turn away. In 1976 Hampshire College was the first college in the US to divest from 
Apartheid South Africa. In 2001 Hampshire was the first college to object to the war in Afghanistan. In this 
spirit and in light of the fact that the Israeli occupation is the longest ongoing occupation since World War 
II, we state our objection to the oppression of the Palestinian people. The Hampshire community hereby 
declares its commitment to work towards the end of this occupation. Furthermore we call upon Israel to end 
its policies of discrimination and to respect international law and Palestinian rights, including the right to 
self-determination. We support the Palestinian right to resist the occupation in accordance with 
international law. Our commitment includes the following policies ratified by Hampshire College:  

• As an institution Hampshire College will not support, invest, or finance any individual, group or 
institution that directly profits from the occupation of Palestine. We call on other colleges and universities 
to enact similar policies.  

• Hampshire College calls on the United States Government to stop financing Israel’s occupation of 
Palestine. In addition to economic measures, Hampshire College as an institution and a community hereby 
expresses its commitment to support the autonomy and self-determination of the Palestinian people, 
including but not limited to the following:  

• We support dialogue on our campus about the conflict as long as it is sincere and 
serious about its intentions to end the oppression of the Palestinian people.  

• Due to our mandate as an institution of higher education, we are committed to support 
the Palestinian right to education, through exchange programs and academic support 

• In solidarity with the Palestinian people, our educational program will provide a stage 
for unheard Palestinian voices. Hampshire College, in accordance with its moral 
imperatives, will persist in this course of action until the end of the occupation as defined 
by UN resolutions. 
 

Divestment Addendum 

Due to numerous questions over the nature of divestment in the first section of the affirmative statement, 
SJP has added the following addendum to clarify what is meant by divestment. Investments should not be 
made in any company that provides products or services, including financial services, to Israeli 
governmental or military bodies that are used to facilitate or undertake violent acts against civilians or 
violations of international law, or to Israeli or Palestinian organizations or groups that are used to facilitate 
or undertake violent acts against civilians or violations of international law. For the purposes of this 
investment screen this would include companies that: 1. Provide products or services that contribute to the 
maintenance of the Israeli military occupation of Gaza and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem; 2. 
Provide products or services that contribute to the maintenance and expansion of Israeli settlements in the 
occupied Palestinian territories; 3. Establish facilities or operations in Israeli settlements in the occupied 
Palestinian territories; 4. Provide products or services that contribute to the maintenance and construction 
of the Separation Wall; 5. Provide products or services that contribute to violent acts that target either 
Israeli or Palestinian civilians 

	  


