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Below is a Letter written to the hampshire community. It describes the events in the video above and was 
published in the student newspaper on 02/17/11. 

Dear Community Members, 

We are issuing this statement as concerned members of Hampshire’s Students for Justice in Palestine to 
inform the community about the event that took place on Thursday, February 3, 2011. We feel that the 
letter that President Fried sent out the following day omitted crucial information about what took place that 
night and that it is necessary to clarify the nature of this specific event. 

Sergeant Benjamin Anthony of the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) came to give a presentation on behalf of 
his organization, Our Soldiers Speak. The sole purpose of this organization is to present the lives of Israeli 
soldiers and the wars they are a part of in a sympathetic light, with no mention of the Palestinian civilians 
who suffer as a result of these wars. As such, they implicitly and explicitly defend the internationally 
recognized war crimes soldiers like Sgt. Benjamin Anthony have participated in. 

Appalled that an soldier from an occupying army was coming to speak openly on our campus, a multi-
generational group of students and community members participated in a collective protest during the 
event. Our protest had multiple goals: to call attention to the fact that there was no space for the voices of 
Palestinians to speak to the injustices committed against them by such soldiers like Sgt. Anthony, to 
challenge his purported “a-political” participation in the occupation of Palestine, and to offer a safe space 
for support and remembrance of those thousands silenced, killed, and displaced by the Israeli regime. In the 
interest of transparency, we would like to outline the steps we took to carry out each of these goals. 

SJP produced and distributed a pamphlet for the event that described the history of the organizations that 
sponsored the event, including their participation in Islamophobic, racist, and anti-Arab propaganda. From 
the beginning of the event, a banner was held that read: “where is the Palestinian voice in this dialogue?”, 
while protesters held up signs with phrases including “Never Again for Anyone” and “The Wall Must 
Fall,” as well as names of the 352 children killed during Operation Cast Lead. Over the course of the night, 
members and allies of our group stood up and raised their voices as a form of resistance to Sgt. Anthony’s 
narrative, and all of them complied with Public Safety when they were asked to leave the room. Those 
expelled from the lecture hall joined a vigil in the lobby, which offered an open space for song, silence, and 
honor for those who have died as a result of the occupation. The vigil allowed us to remember those who 
continue to resist, within the occupied Palestinian territories and internationally. 

Our intentions in disrupting Anthony’s speech were to re-center the talk in a human rights discourse, and to 
condemn the human rights violations of the longest standing military occupation in the world. From the 
outset, the structure of the event itself showed a power disparity. 

Only those in support of the speaker were allowed to sit in the front three rows, with the exception of a 
protester who uses a wheelchair and two of her friends. members of the audience were not only barred from 
sitting in the first three rows but were immediately warned that if we attempted to go towards the stage we 
would be handcuffed immediately. The audience was also informed that nobody would be allowed to use 
recording equipment in the room. However, this was only enforced against protesters; a handful of Sgt. 
Anthony’s supporters recorded the event without consequence or impediment. 

Throughout the event, the administrative representatives present fully cooperated with Sgt. Anthony’s 
agenda, which we feel discredited subsequent claims they made for fair and just “dialogue.” In a move that 
is unprecedented at Hampshire, public safety officers guarded the doors for the entirety of the event and did 
not allow anyone to enter late or re-enter if they had left. Everyone attending was prevented from entering 
until the speaker gave his order. Each person was then lined-up in single file by a public safety officer. 
When one Hampshire student was assaulted and called a “faggot” by a supporter of the speaker, public 
safety officers initially moved to remove the Hampshire student who received the homophobic slur, rather 



than the person who used this threatening language. When two Palestinians in the room were referred to as 
‘terrorists’, no action was taken. No attention was given to the safety of protesters when audience members 
suffered hate speech. 

We understand this event as part of an effort to whitewash the IDF and to distract from growing 
international criticism of Israel’s human rights violations. As students in the US, it is our responsibility to 
critique our government and challenge our educational institutions for their unquestioning support of 
Israel’s atrocities. Whenever the Israeli government and its supporters attempt to gloss over 46 years of war 
crimes, glorify the construction of illegal settlements, claim democracy despite the blockade and 
bombardment of Gaza to overthrow its democratically elected government, legitimize the confiscation of 
water access, or justify the destruction of thousands of Palestinian homes, they will be challenged with 
truth and justice. 

We will not be silent. 

Sincerely, 
Students for Justice in Palestine 

	  


